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century is going much further towards the transference
of skill from the worker to the machine.
The Displacement of Labour. Thirdly, modern
machinery not only dispenses more and more with the
need for either physical strength or manual skill, but
also goes further towards the positive displacement of
labour. If a machine can be made as skilful as a man
and as powerful as the combined labour of many men,
the number of workers required for putting a given
quantity of energy in motion can be reduced to a mere
fraction of what it used to be. Anyone who visits, for
example, a modern flour mill will see how far this sheer
elimination of labour can be pushed in an industry
readily amenable to mechanization.
Bring the grain alongside the wharf in the ship that
has carried it from overseas. Stick a long pipe,
equipped with powerful suction, into the ship's hold
and with it suck the grain up to the top storey of the
mill. Have the mill filled with automatic machines
which separate, grind, sort and grade the grain, now
becoming flour, as it descends automatically from floor
to floor, until it is packed automatically into sacks and
dropped into lorries which will bear it away to wherever
it is wanted. In all this sequence of processes no
human hand need touch the grain or even the machines
that are at work upon it, There is no labour at all left
save that of a few crane-men, a few mechanics to oil the
machines and keep them in order, and perhaps a worker
or two with broom and swab, looking strangely out of